
•	 Compare	and	contrast	several	
distinct	ecosystems,	including	
rainforest,	cloud	forest,	and	
tropical	dry	forest.

•	 Experience	full	immersion	in	
indigenous	Amazonian	culture	
at	a	Quichua	community.

•	 Learn	about	the	rescue	and	
rehabilitation	of	injured	wild	
animals	at	the	Amazoonico	
Center.

•	 Travel	by	boat	to	Isla	de	la	
Plata	and	observe	many	of	the	
species	associated	with	the	
Galápagos,	like	Blue-footed	
Boobies,	sea	lions,	and	even	
whales.

•	 Participate	in	a	beach	clean-
up	effort	working	with	local	
volunteers	at	Los	Frailes	Beach.

•	 Work	alongside	NGO	
researchers	and	help	collect	
data	on	marine	biodiversity.

Your students will...
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Exploring the Ecosystems of Ecuador
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While known for the Galápagos Islands, the often-overlooked mainland of 
Ecuador is a dream for educators and students looking to bring concepts 
of culture and biodiversity alive. Immerse yourself in diverse indigenous 
cultures and unique wildlife in the Amazon, explore cloud forest ecology 
at Mindo Reserve, discover the species of the Galápagos at a fraction 
of the cost at Isla de la Plata, and hike through tropical dry forest at 
Machalilla National Park. Along the way, your students will contribute to 
service projects and meet with local conservationists and researchers to 
gain a deeper understanding of Ecuador’s natural and cultural heritage.

•	 Bilingual	local	guide
•	 Driver
•	 Accommodations
•	 Activities
•	 Private	transportation
•	 Meals
•	 Beverages	with	meals
•	 Carbon	offsetting

What’s included?

About this trip

Conservation

educational Connections

Cultural 
immersion

Biology

environmental 
Studies
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Day 1 - Quito
Arrive in Quito late in the evening and transfer to 
your hotel. Despite its small size, Ecuador possesses 
extraordinary biodiversity; Conservation International 
has named it one of the world’s 17 “megadiverse” 
countries for its high concentrations of flora and 
fauna. Settle in at the hotel and rest in preparation for 
tomorrow’s journey to Antisana. Overnight at Rincón 
de Puembo.

Day 2 - PaPallacta 
This morning, have breakfast and receive a program 
orientation before checking out of the hotel and 
departing for Antisana Ecological Reserve. The park 
consists of a variety of ecological zones ranging 
from high-elevation páramo to lowland rainforest 
and forms a corridor that connects Cayambe-Coca 
Reserve and the Sumaco-Napo Galeras National Park. 
It also boasts spectacular views of the snow-capped 
Antisana Volcano, the fourth highest peak in Ecuador 
at nearly 19,000 feet. Receive an introduction to the 
ecosystems of Ecuador while exploring some of the 
park’s almost 300,000 acres of flora and fauna. Later 
this afternoon, transfer to Papallacta, near the outer 
reaches of the Amazon basin. Have dinner at the hotel 
this evening, with time to enjoy the thermally heated 
hot springs on site. Overnight at Termales de Papallacta 
Cabinas. (BLD)

Day 3 - amazonia 
After breakfast, transfer to Casa del Suizo. Along the 
route from the scenic highlands into Amazonia, make 
several stops for opportunities to photograph the lush 

green valleys and sparkling waterfalls. The road ends 
at Punta Ahuano, a tiny port town on the Napo River, 
where canoes will be waiting. Take a 15-minute ride 
downstream to Casa del Suizo, arriving in time for 
lunch. In the afternoon, discover traditional Quichua 
culture in the village of Ahuano, where a local host 
will show you how to make the beverage chicha and 
demonstrate spiritual cleansing rituals. Before dinner, 
participate in a blowgun target shooting contest. This 
evening, attend an orientation with a local naturalist 
and prepare for tomorrow’s activities. Overnight at 
Casa del Suizo. (BLD)

Day 4 - amazonia 
Begin with breakfast before boarding a dugout canoe 
and traveling approximately 20 minutes down the 
Napo River to Cosano for a rainforest hike. As you 
walk through the primary rainforest, observe tropical 
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birds and wildlife and learn about the surrounding 
vegetation. The guides will demonstrate traditional 
hunting traps used by indigenous communities to 
catch animals. Next visit Amazoonico, a rehabilitation 
center for wounded and displaced animals such as 
coatis, tapirs, monkeys, snakes, and birds. Listen to a 
talk about the different threats wild animals face and 
how the center works to release animals back into 
their natural environment. Take part in environmental 
education activities at the center. Have a boxed lunch 
in the jungle before continuing to a local community, 
where you will learn about the cultivation of cacao 
and how it is processed into chocolate. Overnight at 
Casa del Suizo. (BLD)

Day 5 - amazonia 
Start the day trekking through primary and secondary 
forest trails, observing different species of birds, insects, 
and plants. Your guides will point out plants used in 
construction and for medicinal 
purposes. After a picnic lunch, 
set up transects for biodiversity 
counts. Then, using the same 
technique that indigenous 
communities have used for 
centuries, build your own raft! 
Assisted by your local guides, 
you’ll navigate the river in your 
raft, then return to the lodge. In 
the afternoon, you can visit the 
Mariposario to see a variety of 
butterflies or enjoy a canoe ride to 
safely see caimans. This evening, 
discuss today’s observations and 
prepare for tomorrow’s return 
to Quito. Overnight at Casa del 
Suizo. (BLD)

Day 6 - Quito 
Spend a final morning exploring 
around Casa del Suizo. After 
lunch, return to Quito. Later this 
afternoon, have an orientation to 
prepare for your journey to the cloud forest tomorrow. 
Overnight at Rincón de Puembo. (BLD)

Day 7 - minDo clouD Forest 
This morning, transfer to the mist-shrouded realm 
of the Mindo cloud forest. Check in at Sachatamia 
Lodge and Reserve. This private ecological reserve 
protects a combined 300 acres of pristine cloud forest, 
recuperated forest, and forest undergoing processes of 
reforestation. Compare and contrast the cloud forest 
and rainforest ecosystems during a discussion this 
evening. Overnight at Sachatamia Lodge. (BLD)

Day 8 - machalilla national Park 
Today depart Sachatamia and head to the Pacific 
coast. Be prepared for a long journey, as the driving 
time is approximately seven to eight hours including 

stops en route. Along the way, witness a transition 
in the vegetation, from cloud forest to tropical 
humid forest and finally to tropical dry vegetation at 
Machalilla National Park. En route, stop at a modern 
agro-business farm to learn about the plantation and 
harvesting process in the coastal region of Ecuador. 
Continue to the charming town of Ayampe on the 
Pacific coast. This evening, your local naturalist 
will help prepare you for activities and observations 
tomorrow. Overnight at Finca Punta Ayampe. (BLD)

Day 9 - machalilla national Park 
Rise early to join volunteers from Equilibrio Azul 
as they monitor fishery activities at the beach. 
Learn about the artisanal fishery and the destructive 
practices still carried out by some local fishers. 
Help volunteers collect all the necessary data for 
their research. Continue to the NGO headquarters 
and enjoy a typical costeño breakfast. Next, visit 

Machalilla National Park, 
one of the most outstanding 
examples of tropical dry forest 
on the coast. Arrive at Los 
Frailes Beach to help volunteers 
with a beach clean-up. Return 
to the hotel to freshen up and 
have dinner. Later, socialize 
with volunteers during a salsa 
dancing lesson! Overnight at 
Finca Punta Ayampe. (BLD)

Day 10 - machalilla 
national Park 
Begin today with a drive to 
Puerto López, where you 
will board a boat and take a 
two-hour journey to Isla de la 
Plata. Isla de la Plata, which 
translates to Silver Island, is 
nicknamed the “poor man’s 
Galápagos” because many of 
the iconic species of the famous 
archipelago can also be found 

here, including Red-footed Boobies, Blue-footed 
Boobies, and sea lions. Upon arrival, begin a hike 
and explore the flora and fauna. After a boxed lunch 
on the island, return to the mainland, watching for 
whales and dolphins along the way. This evening, 
continue the discussion on conservation efforts in 
Ecuador and compare and contrast ecosystems while 
integrating human population effects. Overnight at 
Finca Punta Ayampe. (BLD)

Day 11 - GuayaQuil/DePart 
Visit Escuela de Ayampe for a firsthand look at the 
local educational system. Donate any school supplies 
brought on the trip and watch a traditional dance 
performance by the students. This afternoon, drive 
south along Ruta del Sol toward Guayaquil for your 
flight home. (BL)



Rates are based on triple and quadruple occupancy for 
participants; complimentary leader accommodations may be 
single or double occupancy based on availability. International 
airfare is included for complimentary leaders. Holiday surcharges 
may apply. A $200 per person deposit and enrollment form is 
due upon booking. This deposit is refundable until 95 days prior 
to departure excluding a $100 cancellation fee. Final payments 
are due no later than 95 days prior to departure. Cancellations 
received less than 95 days prior to departure are non-refundable. 

the fine print

program pricing
$2,545 (21 participants + 3 leaders)

$2,695 (14 participants + 2 leaders)

$2,960 (7 participants + 1 leader)

Price includes accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and 
activities as indicated in the itinerary, private transportation 
unless otherwise noted in itinerary, local guides in each region 
for duration of program, and carbon offset.
International airfare, gratuities, and items of a personal nature 
are not included.
Valid for travel in 2021.

Holbrook Travel purchases Travel Protection on behalf of all 
participants. These plans help provide coverage once the trip 
has departed and offer benefits for Baggage/Personal Effects, 
Accident & Sickness Medical Expenses, Emergency Evacuation 
and more. Refer to the Plan Document for more details.
Optional additional coverage is available in the form of 
the Group Deluxe Plan, which offers benefits for Trip 
Cancellation/Interruption, in addition to many other 
insurance benefits and non-insurance assistance services. If 
interested in this optional plan, we can provide you with rates 
and plan details.

travel protection

GUAYAQUIL

AMAZONIAMACHALILLA 
NATIONAL PARK

PAPALLACTASACHATAMIA
PUEMBO
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This program includes optional carbon 
offsetting with ClimateSafe. Learn more at 
holbrooktravel.com/climatesafe


